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Theaueh the Presidents Oiles 


DEPARTNENT OF STATE 


FOR THE PRESS NOVEMBER 30, 1936 


Text of General Provisions 


and Schedules 


The President of the United States of America and 
the President of the Republic of Costa Rica, desiring to 
strengthen the traditional bonds of friendship between 
the two countries by maintaining the principle of equality 
of treatment as the basis of commercial relations and by 
granting mutual end reciprocal advantages for the promo- 
tion of trade, have decided to conclude a trade agreement 
and for that purpose have appointed their Plenipotentiaries 
as follows: 


The President of the United States of America: 
Leo R. Sack, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten— 
tiary to Costa Rica, 


The President of the Republic of Costa Rica: his 
Secretary of the Interior, Acting Secretary of Foreign 
Relations, Licentiate Luis Fernandez Rodriguez. 


Who, after having exchanged their full powers, found 
to be in good and due form, have agreed upon the following 
Articles: 


ARTICLE I 


Articles the growth, produce or manufacture of the 
United States of America, enumerated and described in 
Schedule I annexed to this Agreement and made @ part 
thereof, shall, on their importation into this Republic of 
Costa Rica, be exempt from ordinary customs duties in 
excess of those set forth in the said Schedule. The said 


articles shall also be exempt from all other duties, taxes, 
fees, charges or exactions, imposed on or in connection 
with importation, in excess of those imposed on the day 

of the signature of this Agreement or required to be im 
posed thereafter under laws of the Republic of Costa Rica 
in force on the day of the signature of this Agrecment. 


ARTICLE II 


Articles the growth, produce or manufacture of the 
Republic of Costa Rica, enumerated and described in 
Schedule II annexed to this Agreement and made a part 
thereof, shall, on their importation into the United States 
of America, be exempt from ordinary customs duties in ex— 
cess of those set forth in the said Schedule. The said 
articles shall also be exempt from all other duties, taxes, 
fees, charges or exactions, imposed on or in connection 
with importation, in excess of those imposed on the day 
of the signature of this Agreement or required to be ime 
posed thereafter under laws of the United States of America 
in force on the day of the signature of this Agreement. 


‘ARTICLE Lit 
The United States of America and the Republic of Costa 
Rica agree that the notes included in Schedules I and II, 
respectively, are hereby given force and effect as integral 
parts of this Agreement. 


ARTICLE IV 


eee 


ARTICLE IV 


Articles the growth, produce or manufacture of the 
United States of America or the Republic of Costa Rica, 
shall, after importation into the other country, be 
exempt from all internal taxes, fees, charges or exactions, 
other or higher than those payable on like articles of 
national origin or any other foreign origin. 


ARTICLE V 


In respect of articles the growth, produce or 
manufacture of the United States of America or the Repub— 
lic of Costa Rica, enumerated and described in Schedules I 
and II, respectively, imported into the other country, 
on which ad valorem rates of duty or duties based upon or 
regulated in any manner by value, are or may be assessed, 
it is understood and agreed that the bases and methods 
of determining dutiable value and of converting currencies 
shall be no less favorable #0 importers than the bases and 
methods prescribed under laws and regulations of the Re- 
public of Costa Rica and the United States of America, 
respectively, in force on the day of the signature of 
this Agreement. 


ARTICLE VI 


1. The Republic of Costa Rica will not impose any 
prohibition, import or customs quotas, import licenses or 
any other form of quantitative regulation, whether or not 
operated in connection with any agency of centralized 
control, on the importation or sale of any article the 
growth, produce or manufacture of the United States of 
America, enumerated and described in Schedule I, nor will 
the United States of America impose any prohibition, import 
or customs quotas, import licenses or any other form of 
quantitative regulation, whether or not operated in con— 
nection with any agency of centralized control, on the 
importation or sale of any article the growth, ” produce or 
manufacture of the Republic of Costa Rica, enumerated and 
described in Schedule II. 


2. The foregoing provision shall not apply tos 


(a) Prohibitions or restrictions (1) imposed on moral 
or humanitarian grounds; (2) designed to protect human, 
animal or plant life; (3) relating to prison—mwade goods}; 


or (4) relating to the enforcement of police or revenue 
laws; or to 


(>) Quantitative restrictions in whatever forn, 
imposed by the United States of America or the Republic 
of Costa Rica on the importation or sale of any article 
the growth, produce or manufacture of the other country, 
in conjunction with governmental measures operating to 
regulate or control the production, market supply or 
prices of like domestic articles, or tending to increase 


the 


aoe 


the labor costs of production of such articles, Whenever 
the Government of either commtry proposes to establish 

or change any restriction authorized by this subparagraph, 
it shall give notice thereof in writing to the other 
Government and shall afford such other Government an op- 
portunity within thirty days after receipt of such notice 
+o consult with it in respect of the proposed actions and 
if an agreement with respect thereto is not reached within 
thirty days following receipt of the aforesaid notice, 

the Government which proposes to take such action shall 

be free to do so at any time thereafter, and the other 
Government shall be free within fifteen days after such 
action is taken to terminate this Agreement in its entirety 
on thirty days! written notice. 


3. It is understood that the provisions of this 
Article do not affect the application of measures directed 
against misbranding, adulteration and other fraudulent 
practices, such as are provided for in the pure food and 
drug laws of the United States of America, or the applica— 
tion of measures directed against unfair practices in 
import trade, such as are provided for in Section 357 of 
the United States Tariff Act of 1950. 


ARTICLE VII 


1. If the Government of the United States of America 
or the Government of the Republic of Costa Rica establishes 
or maintains any form of quantitative restriction or con- 
trol of the importation or sale of any article in which 
the other country has an interest, or imposes a lower im- 
port duty or charge on the importation or sale of a speci- 
fied quantity of any such article than the duty or charge 
imposed on importations in excess of such quantity, the 
Government taking such action will: 


(a) Give public notice of the total quantity, or 
any change therein, of any such article permitted to be 
imported or sold or permitted to be imported or sold at 
such lower duty or charge, during a specified period; 


(b) Allot to the other country for such specified 
period a share of such total quantity as originally estab- 
lished or subsequently changed in any manner, equivalent 
+o the proportion of the total importation of such arte be 
which such other country supplied during a previous repre- 
sentative period, unless it is mutually agreed to dispense 
with such allotment; and 


(c) Give public notice of the allotments of such 
quantity among the several exporting countries, and at 
all times, upon request, advise the Government of the 
other country of the quantity of any such article the 
growth, produce or manufacture of each exporting country, 
which has been imported or sold or for which licenses or 
permits for importation or sale have been granted. 


Be 


wn 


2. Neither the United States of America nor the 
Republic of Costa Rica shall regulate the total quantity 
of importations into its territory or sales therein OL 
any article in which the other country has an interest 
by import licenses or permits issued to individuals or 
organizations, unless the total quantity of such article 
permitted to be imported or sold during a quota period 
of not less than three months shall have been established, 
and unless the regulations covering the issuance of such 
licenses or permits shall have been made public before 
such regulations are put into force. 


ARTICLE VIII 


In the event that the Government of the United States 
of America or the Government of the Republic of Costa Rica 
establishes or maintains an official monopoly or centralized 
agency for the importation of or trade in a particular 
commodity, the Government establishing or maintaining such 
monopoly or centralized agency will give sympathetic con- 
sideration to all representations that the other Govern— 
ment may make with respect to alleged discriminations 
against its commerce in connection with purchases by such 
monopoly or centralized agency. 


ARTICLE IX 


The tariff advantages and other benefits provided 
for in this Agreement are granted by the United States of 
America and the Republic of Costa Rica to each other 
subject to the condition that if the Government of either 
country shall establish or maintain, directly or indirectly, 
any form of control of foreign exchange, it shall adminis— 
ter such control so as to insure that the nationals and 
commerce of the other country will be granted a fair and 
equitable share in the allotment of exchange. 


With respect to the exchange made available for com 
mercial transactions, it is agreed that the Government. 
of each country shall be guided in the administration of 
any form of control of foreign exchange by the principle 
that, as nearly as may be determined, the share of the 
total available exchange which is allotted to the other 
country shall not be less than the share employed ina 
previous representative period prior to the establishment 
of any exchange control for the settlement of commercial 
obligations to the nationals of such other country. 


With respect to non-commercial transactions it is 
agreed that the Government of cach country shall apply any 
form of control of forcign exchange in a non-discriminatory 
manner as between the nationels of the other country and 
the nationals of any third country. 


The Government of each country will give sympathetic 
consideration to any representations which the other Govern- 
ment may make in respect of the application of the pro- 
visions of this Article, f, within thirty days after the 
receipt of such representations, a satisfactory adjustment 


has 


ake 


has not been made or an agreement has not been reached 
with respect to such representations, the Government 
making them may, within fifteen days after the expira- 
tion of the aforesaid period of thirty days, terminate 
this Article or this Agreement in its entirety on thirty 


days! written notice, 
ARTICLE X 


Any advantage, favor, privilege or immunity which 
has been or may hereafter be granted by the United States 
of America or the Republic of Costa Rica to any article 
originating in or destined for any third country, shall 
ye accorded immediately anc unconditionally to the like 
article originating in or destined for the Republic of 
Costa Rica or the United States of America, respectively. 
This provision refers tos: customs duties or charges of 
any kind imposed on or in connection with importation or 
exportation; the method of levying such duties or charges; 
all rules and formalities in connection with importation 
or exportation; and all laws or regulations affecting the 
sale or use of imported goods within the country. 


ARTICLE XI 


Laws, regulations of administrative authorities and 
decisions of administrative or judicial authorities of 
the United States of America or the Republic of Costa Rica, 
respectively, pertaining to the classification of articles 
for customs purposes or to rates of duty shall be published 
promptly in such a manner as to enable traders to become 
acquainted with them. Such laws, regulations and decisions 
shall be applied uniformly at all ports of the respective 
country, except as otherwise specifically provided in 
statutes of the United States of America relating to arti- 
cles imported into Puerto Rico. 


No administrative ruling by the United States of 
America or the Republic of Costa Rica effecting advances 
in rates of duties or in charges applicable under an 
established and uniform practice to imports originating 
in the territory of the other country, or imposing any 
new requirement with respect to such importations, shall 
be effective retroactively or vith respect to articles 
either entered for or withdratn for consumption prior to 
the expiration of thirty deys after the date of publica 
tion of notice of such ruling in the usual official 
manner. The provisions of this paragraphi do not apply to 
administrative orders imposing anti-dumping duties, or 
relating to regulations for the protection of human, animal, 
or plant life, or relating to public safety, or giving ef~ 
fect to judicial decisions. ee 


ARTICLE XII 


In the event that a wide variation occurs in the 
rate of exchange between the currencies of the United States 


Of 


oe 


of America and the Republic of Costa Rica, the Government 
of either country, if it considers the variation so sub- 
Stantial as to prejudice the industries or commerce of 
the country, shall be free to propose negotiations for 
the modification of this Agreement or to terminate this 
Agreement in its entirety on thirty days! written notice, 


ARTICLE XIII 


here vill not be imposed in the United States of 
America or in the Republic of Costa Rica, on importetions 
of articles the growth, produce or manufacture of the 
other country, greater than nominal penalties because of 
errors in documentation, made in the country of export, 
provided it can be established by the importer or other 
party in interest to the satisfaction of the customs 
authorities that the crrors vere clerical in origin or 
were made in good faith. 


The Government of each country will accord sympa— 
thetic consideration to such representations as the other 
Government may make with respect to the operation of 
customs regulations, quantitative restrictions or the ad- 
ministration thereof, the observance of customs formalitics, 
or the application of sanitary laws and regulations for the 
protection of human, animal, or plant life; and upon ro- 
quest it will afford adequate opportunity for consultation 
regarding such representations, 


ARTICLE XIV 


1. Except as otherwise provided in the sccond para- 
Seraph or this Article, the provisions of this Agreement 
relating to the treatment to be accorded by the Unitca 
States of America or the Republic of Costa Rica, respective- 
ly, to the comserce of the other country, shall not apply 
to the Philippine Islands, the Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, the Island of Guam, or to the Panama Canal Zone. 


Ze Subject to the reservations sct forth in the 
bhird, fourth, and 21th paragraphs of this Article, the 
provisions of Artiche X shall apply to articles the growth, 
produce or manufacture of any territory under the sovercign— 
ty or authority of the United States of Amcrica or the 
Republic of Costa Rica, imported from or exported to any 
territory under the sovereignty or authority of the other 
country. It is understood, however, that the provisions 
of this paragraph do not apply to the Panama Canal Zone. 


5, The advantages now accorded or which may hereafter 
be accorded by the United States of America or the Republic 
of Gosta Rica to adjacent countries in order to facilitate 
frontier traffic and advantages resulting from a customs 
union to which either the United States of America or the 
Republic of Costa Rica may become a party shall be excepted 
from the operation of this Agreement. 


4. 


ys 


4, The advantages now accorded or which may hereafter 
be accorded by the Republic of Costa Rica to the commerce 
of Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua or Panama, 
so long as any such advantage is not accorded to any other 
country, shall be excepted from the operation Gf this 
Agreement. 


5. The advantages now accorded or which may hereafter 
be accorded by the United States of America, its terri- 
tories or possessions or the Panama Canal Zone to one 
another or to the Republic of Cuba shall be excepted from 
the operation of this Agreement, The provisions of this 
paragraph shall continue to apply in respect to any ad— 
vantages now or hereafter accorded by the United States 
of America, its territories or possessions or the Panama 
Canal Zone to the Philippine Islands irrespective of any 
change in the political status of the Philippine Islands. 


6. Unless otherwise specifically provided in this 
Agreement, the provisions thereof shall not be construed 
to apply to police or sanitary regulations; and noting 20 
this Agreement shall be construed to prevent the adoption 
of measures prohibiting or restricting the exportation 
Or Old or Ssiiver, or to prevent the adoption of such 
measures as the United States of America or the Republic 
of Costa Rica, respectively, may see fit with respect to 
the control of the export or sale for export of arms, 


munitions, or implements of war, and, in exceptional cir- 
cumstances, of all other military supplies. 


ARTICLE XV 


In the event that the United States of America or the 
Republic of Costa Rica adopts any measure which, even 
though it does not conflict with the terms of this Agree- 
ment, is considered by the Government of the other country 
to have the effect of nullifying or impairing any object 
of the Agreement, the Government of the country which has 
adopted any such measure shall consider such representa- 
tions and proposals as the Government of the other country 
may make with a view to effecting a mutually satisfactory 
adjustment of the matter. 


ARTICLE XVI 


The present Agreement shall come into force on the 
thirtieth day following proclamation thereort by the Presi- 
dent of the United States of America and the President 
of the Republic of Costa Rica, or should the proclamations 
be issued on different days, on the thirtieth day following 
the date of the later in time of such proclamations, and 
shall remain in force for the term of three years thercafter, 
unless terminated pursuant to the provisions of. Articles VI, 
IX, or XII. The Government of cach country shall notify 
the Governnent of the other country of the date of its 
proclamation, 


Unless 


ous 


Unless at least six months before the expiration of 
the aforesaid term of three years the Government of either 
country shall have given to the other Government notice 
of intention to terminate this Agreement upon the expira- 
tion of the aforesaid term, the Agreement shall remain in 
force thereafter, subject to termination under the pro- 
visions of Articles VI, IX or XII, until six: months from 
such time as the Government of either country shall have 
given notice to the other Government. 


In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries 
have signed this Agreement and have affixed their seals 
hereto. 


Done in. duplicate, in the English | and Spanish ‘languages, 
both authentic, at the city of San Tosé, this twonts eighth 
day of November , nineteen hundred and’ thirty-six. 


For the President of the United States of America: 


[SEAL ] LEO R, SACK 


For the President of the Republic of Costa Ricas 


[SEAL ] LUIS FERNANDEZ 


SCHEDULE I 


Costa Rican 
Tarift item 


__ Number 


Description of Articles 


The provisions of this Sched 
ule will be interpreted as though 
they head been included in the cur. 
rent Costa Rican tariff law by an 
amendment to that law, 


Abbreviations G.K. = Gross Kilo 


Cash Registers 

Typewriters 

Adding and similar machines 
Srcel Turaiture Of all kinds 
Silk hosiery 

Hiy paper 

Paper Napkins 


Trunks unlined or lined with tin 
Or Ordinary material 


(pis) Radios and accessories 


Ex 103 


Construction lumber, boards, beains 
and planks, wooden frames for win. 
dows and doors, round or straight— 
e@ee0 poles, for Province Of Limon 
except Hospital 


Construction lumber, boards, beams 
and planks, wooden frames for win- 
dows and doors, round or straight— 
edged poles, for other Provinces 


Fine leathers such as calfskin, 
patent or not, sheepskin, goatskin, 
cordovan, morocco leather. Tanned 
skins with hair, provided they are 
not for adornment 


Fresh fruit 


Ex 107(bis)Wheat flour, first quality, as de- 


ied mm Decree Noy 16 of Juve 20, 
£954 


Oatmeal, oat groats, flaked and 
roiled oats, and other cracked 
6ereals and prepared cereals 


Maximum Rates of 
Duty in Costa 


Rican Colones 


Costa Rican Maximum Rates of 
Tarir?y item Duty in Costa 
Number Description of Articles Rican Colones 


Ex 113 Condensed milk, pure or with 
sugar added, containing not less 
than 6 percent and 65 percent of 
cream and solids respectively 


Evaporated milk, pure or with sugar 
added, containing not less than 7.8 
percent and 25 percent of cream and 
solids respectively 


Pure hog lard 
Canned salmon, canned mackerel, 


canned shellfish, prepared or pre- 


served in any form, and canned 


sardines, prepared. or preserved in 
tomato, mustard or other sauces 


Dried fruit (Except as provided for 
in tariff item number 106) 


Pruats preserved in their own juice, 
in syrup or sugared 


Canned vegetables, not specified 
Chewing gum 


Dried skimmed milk 


Dried whole milk 


Canned hog meat, other than cured 
or pickled ham and shoulders 


Rosin 


Ready—mixed paints, ready for im 
mediate use or application, enamel 
paints and enamels, including cellu 
lose lacquers and-enamels, and as— 

phalt varnishes, and other prepared 
paints not specifically classifica, 
ready for immediate use or applica— 

tion Gok. 


xs 255 Varnishes prepared without pigments 
and nes. Specifically provided Tor Gets 


Ex 135 Pharmaceutical preparations, liquid, 
not speficied, such as distilled 
waters, oils, balsams, colodions, eve 
washes, decoctions, elixirs, officinal 
essences and spirits, emulsions, fluid 
extracts, syrups, drops, glyccrolates, 
juices, Lotions, solutions or liquors, 
tinctures, liniments, honeys, oxynela, 
mixtures, mucilages, and wines GK. 


Costa Rican Maximum Rates of 
Tariff Item Buty in Costa 
Number Description of Articles Rican Colones _ 


Ex 135 Unperfumed toilet soap and shaving 
soap and paste, perfumed or not 


ipe IE} Liquid dentifrices 


ah 


Ex 137 Plasters, medicinal, not specified 
Ex 157 Dentifrices, unspecified 


Ex Ointments and medicinal salves 


Ex Pharmaceutical preparations, dry, 
not Specified, such as: pills, 
coated or uncoated, dragees, com 
pound powders, small gelatine cap— 
Sules or per Les, nedicinal eo 
and pencils, tablets or cachets 
suppositories in various forms, 
candles, medicinal eee dosified 
medicines in granular form, and 
Salts, prepared or compounded, not 
including the effervescent 


Serums snd aac 
Cigarettes 


Hote 1s. t is agreed that the 

Rican Governnent will not impos 
certificetion requirements or an 
formality for the importation, registra— 
tion, licensing and sale of pharmaceutic 
specialties and patent medicines which a 
lipossible of fulfillment in the Unite 


a 
States because of the lack of a Gala. 
thorized Federal agency. 


It is further agreed that the fees 
for the permanent rezistration, anelysis 
and licensine and for the fulfillment of 
eae other required formality with respect 

the manufacture, importation and sale 
o medicinal products and pase ean 
specialties shall not in the aggrezate 
exceed 10 colones. 


Note 8. Wo special customs treatment shall 
be accorded to any third country with respect 
to any article of specified trade name, or 
exclusive designatio n now classified 
ection IX of the Costa Rican Customs 
second editi on), without prior 
j between the Governments of the 


United 


Note 2 (concluded): 


*s 
United States and Costa Rica with respect 
to appropriate modification of the nomen-— 
clature, import duties, or other charges 
or exactions on the pharmaceutical products 
and patent medicines classified in the 
above-named section. 


United States 


SCHEDULE IT 


Maximum rates of 
Guties. Specific 
rates in United 
Description of Articles States doliars 
Hote? The provisions of this 
Schedule shall be construed and given 
the same effect, and the apolication 
of collateral provisions Of the tariif 
laws of the United States to the pro- 
visions of this Schedule shall be de- 
pened, insofar as may be practicable, 
as if each provision of this Schedule 
appeared cee 2h aeae paragraph 
On Gwe -larit? get of 1960 noted in the 
aes at she left of the respective 
CSCTiptions of ‘articles, 


Pineapples: 
BH AGU OO eres sis 6.4 «bee 64 0.35 per crate 
On 2a Clowe ihe. 
Oley a eters ci bine 6) 4 Sco eel Beso 0.008 each 


Guavas prepared or preserved, 
and not specially provided 
ZEUS okt Ser vga te En pe re ay 1/ 2% ad 


valorem 


Bananas, dried, desiccated, or 


cers aes a7 1/ 2% 
jalorem 


an 


pS 3 and 
SUuava pas and pulps... 


Bananas, @Yeen of ripe. . as 
PHOacains, Seen Or Tipe.. 


Cocoa or cacao beans, and 
shells THAGNSIO COE CGN nee call 


Coffee, except coffee imported 
into Puerto Rice and upon which 
a duty is imposed under the 
auineriiy ef Seetion 319.... 
DeSreki ns, (oiieies oss ees0s 
RepLIle Skins, Tatiws< esas 

DEOL PES ae ae Reus 6 os € 8 


Cabinet woods in the log. 


Baled wood in the log... 


Date Due 


@ 


IVERSITY LIBRAR' 


Titi 


429700 
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